Ecosystems 
Team Teaching
Topic: Science 
Grade level: 3rd   
Purpose:  The purpose of these introductory activities is to build the students interest in ecosystems.  These activities will allow the students to use their prior knowledge about ecosystems to spark their interest so that they want to learn more. 

Lesson Objectives: 

1. Students will be able to describe evaporation, condensation, and precipitation in the water cycle.  

ALCOS Standards:
The learner will be able to…AL Science 3.LS.10 Determine habitat conditions that support plant growth and survival.  
Materials:  ELMO, Scott Foresman Science book, Student ecosystems book, crayons, markers, 


      Venn diagrams, resource books, movie clip, PowerPoint, worksheets
Engagement:  35 minutes
	Teacher Responsibilities

	General Education Teacher: 

1. Monitors students

2. Monitors behavior
	Student Teacher:

1. Asks students questions

2. Responds to students answers

3. Provides feedback
4. Introduce vocabulary


1. The Student Teacher will begin by discussing the vocabulary words.  In the Scott Foresman Science book the definitions have the meaning and pictures for the students to look at.  The vocabulary words are:  ecosystem, environment, community, and population.    
2. The students will discuss with their neighbor different kinds of living and non-living things they might see in an ecosystem and the student teacher will list using a Venn diagram on ELMO.  
3. The students will construct a cover page for their ecosystems book.  The student teacher will show an example on ELMO.  

4. The general education teacher will walk around to monitor the students.  The teacher will have pre made post-it notes saying “Warning”, and “Sign Log”.  The post-its are used for behavior management. 

· Transition:  While the Student Teacher wraps up the feedback session the General Education Teacher writes annotated notes on the students.  The Student Teacher keeps questioning to further engage the students.  
Exploration:  30 minutes
	Teacher Responsibilities

	Student teacher: 

1. Explains the lesson

2. Writes the vocabulary on ELMO
3. Review vocabulary

4. Provides feedback
5. Shows PowerPoint
	General Education Teacher:

1. Monitors students

2. Distributes or sets out materials for the assignment

3. Monitors behavior 


1. The student teacher will start the lesson by reviewing what was covered the previous day.  

2. After discussing previous day the student teacher will show a PowerPoint on Ecosystems (What are ecosystems?). The student teacher will ask scaffolding questions to assess understanding (What is a climate?), Why are different plants found in different climates?, and Why is the sun an important part of any environment on Earth?).

3. The students will do an ecosystems worksheet.

4.  After the students are finished with their worksheet they are to begin working on their ecosystems book.  They are to write the definitions that were covered in class and draw a picture of one of the vocabulary words on the first page.  

5. The general education teacher will walk around to monitor the students.  The teacher will have pre made post-it notes saying “Warning”, and “Sign Log”.  The post-its are used for behavior management.
Explaination: 30 minutes
	Teacher Responsibilities

	Student teacher: 

1. Monitors students 

2. Distributes or sets out materials for the assignment

3. Monitors behavior
	General education Teacher: 

1. Explains directions for the activity

2. Asks students questions

3. Responds to students answers 


Cooperating Teacher ----Teach
Extension:  35 minutes
	Teacher Responsibilities

	General Education teacher: 

1. Explains activity

2. Will pass out new activity

3. Will ascertain understanding

4. Will explain the water cycle
	Student Teacher: 

1. Collects materials from previous activity

2. Monitors students

3. Monitors behavior 


1. The student teacher will go over new vocabulary words (grassland, desert, tundra) by displaying pictures of each vocabulary word.  The students will write the vocabulary words in their ecosystem book at the end of the lesson.   

2. The student teacher will question the students such as, “What kind of words do you think of when I say grassland?” (the student teacher will do this to each vocabulary word.)  
3. The student teacher will ask after reading the short paragraph on grasslands, “What are some kinds of animals that live on grasslands?”  Students will probably respond with some correct answers (grasshoppers, bison).  Will also ask, “What kind of summer do many grasslands have? (answer:  many grasslands have hot, dry summers) and How can grasses grow where trees cannot? (answer: grasses need less water than trees) “What do you think is important to know about grasslands? (answers will vary)

4. The student teacher will read about tundra and ask, “What types of plants grow in the tundra? (answer:  small plants, such as grasses and wildflowers, grow in the tundra), “How are summer and winter different in the tundra? (answer:  winters are long, cold, and snowy, with very short days.  Summers are short and cool, but summer days are long) and “Why do many ponds form in the summer on the tundra? (answer:  Melting snow cannot sink into the ground because the soil below the surface remains frozen, so the water stays on the surface and forms ponds.)

5. The student teacher will will read about deserts and ask, “Where do desert animals hide from the sun? (answer: some stay in underground tunnels, while others stay in the shade of plants), “How is the desert different at night and during the day? (answer: During the night, the desert is dark and cool, and many animals come out to find food. During the day, the desert is hot, and many animals rest out of sight.), and “Why is the yucca important to some desert animals? (answer:  the yucca is important because some animals get shade or food from the plant.)  

6. After the student teacher finishes explaining the three vocabulary words the students are to get in groups of four and compare and contrast the three vocabulary words.  The compare and contrast Venn diagram will be taken up for a grade.
Evaluation:

This would be a summative assessment, and the teachers would be using a checklist to assess the students’ participation throughout the lesson and will be graded on their ecosystems book and on a test about what was covered in class. 
